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Bring your sweetheart and
your appetite on Feb. 23
Tuscans aren’t from Rome … but make no mistake,
we are romantic. So, let’s celebrate our love for our
spouses, our friends and our heritage! In fact, let’s
extend the love of Valentine’s Day for a whole
additional week by holding our Sweethearts’ Dinner
on Sunday, Feb. 23.
We’ll have a catered meal, prepared by our friend
Marco Frattaroli, owner of the Basta and Cibo
restaurants. Marco’s planning a primi piatti of

Our Sweethearts’ Dinner begins
an hour later than usual,
at 4:00pm on Feb. 23.
ravioli and a secondi piatti of roast pork, leeks and
potatoes. We’ll provide dessert, Pelligrino, coffee
and tea. BYO wine or beer.
Those of you who have paid your 2014 dues get a
sweetheart deal for this Sweethearts’ Dinner: $20 per
person. All others pay $30. You’ll pay at the door.
(You can pay your dues then, too, and get the lower
rate). But we need a headcount ahead of time to give
to Marco and his cooks. So, if you plan to attend,
please RSVP to OregonTuscans@gmail.com
no later than Tuesday, Feb. 18.
We’ll see you at 4pm on Feb. 23 at Carvlin Hall at
St. Philip Neri Church, 2408 SE 16th Avenue.

Next Mtg:
Sun., Feb. 23, 4pm
Carvlin Hall, 2408 SE 16th Av.

Future dates:
3/16, 4/27, 5/18
and a June BBQ

Dal Presidente
Viva Italia!
by Audrey Perino
President

Greetings in this New Year! I am
looking forward to seeing you all at our
Sweethearts’ Dinner on Feb. 23. It will
have been almost two months since our last
Tuscan Club get-together at Carvlin Hall.
(I’m having Tuscan withdrawal!)
We have just come through what passes for
a major snowstorm in Portland, and I bet
many of you are feeling a bit of cabin fever.
So, what better time to get out of the house
and take in some of the Italian cultural
events happening around our town!
(see ITALIAN CULTURE, page 5)
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La Befana 2014

The Oregon Tuscans joined forces with Amici d’Italia on Jan. 5 to make the day special or over
30 youngsters at Festa della Befana. Louise Ramunno-Johnson (above left) transformed
herself into La Befana, whose story was read aloud by Kerry-Lynne Demarinis Brown. The
kids decorated cookies, watched a magic show and received gift bags. “I haven't seen
so many wide-eyed kids in a long time!” said Kerry-Lynne. She thanks her cochair, Frank Palandrani, and parents and volunteers for helping out with
set-up and clean-up. Photos appear on this page
and next.
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La
Befana
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Sweet sounds from Italy coming to
the Aladdin Theater on March 29
Adelmo Fornaciari is probably the best known Italian
pop musician. Never heard of him? What if we tell you
his stage name: Zucchero! Now you know! Italy’s
modern troubadour has been singing
around the world since the
1970s.
Zucchero’s
music spans
decades and
genres: from
Rhythm & Blues
to New Orleans
jazz to Tex-Mex
to Cuban. And

worked with artists
ranging from Eric Clapton to
Miles Davis to Vangelis to
Andrea Bocelli to John Lee Hooker to
Sting to Luciano Pavarotti. Obviously
the guy gets around.

Zucchero

And now he’s coming to Portland.
He’s on a world tour to promote his
latest album, La Sesion Cubana.
Zucchero will perform at the
Aladdin Theater (3017 SW
Milwaukie Av. in Portland) on the
evening of March 29. Tickets are
$35 in advance or at the door and
are available at the Aladdin
Theater’s Website.

L’ANGOLO ITALIANO

di Carlo Ilio Mannocci

Abbiamo iniziato il 2014 all’insegna della speranza…
Speranza di raddrizzare l’economia, di varare leggi di
riforma quali elezioni, conflitti di interesse e struttura
parlamentare. E’ senza dubbio una consolazione vedere
un dialogo/accordo tra Berlusconi e Renzi. Vogliamo
solo sperare che non sia “un fuoco di paglia” e che
queste buone intenzioni continuino senza intrighi di
palazzo e sgambetti varii come la storia insegna.
Saremmo tutti quanti felici di vedere la nostra Italia
senza enormi problemi e ci auguriamo che vinca il
buon senso. ne abbiamo davvero bisognp!! Auguri
per San Valentino, vogliamoci bene!!!

Save the date!

Our May field trip is
officially set! We’ll
meet on Sunday,
May 18, but not at
Carvlin Hall. Rather,
we’ll make our way to
Dayton, Ore. to visit
Red Ridge Farms, tour
their facilities and
sample the olive oils
they make there. We’ll
have more to say about
this event later this
spring, but for now just
circle the date … and
start preparing your
taste buds!
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Italian/American Website spans ocean, cultures, peoples
In our last issue, we told you
about a new Website,
WeTheItalians.com, a portal for a
wide variety of information,
particularly geared to ItalianAmericans. It has links to Italian
news, culture, cuisine, travel …
just about everything, and on
both sides of the Atlantic.
WeTheItalians.com went online
last April and was founded by
Umberto Mucci, a magazine
editor in Rome and expert on the
history of Italian emigration to
the U.S. Mucci is also the Italian representative to the
Italian American Museum in New York City. He spoke
recently with La Lettera Toscana…

Umberto
Mucci

chapters, web magazines and charity
projects. They are all geo-localized and
for every one of them we provide
information about where they are
located and their presence on the social
networks.
LLT: What types of information are
found on WeTheItalians.com?

Mucci: We insert about 15 news items
every day regarding Italy in the U.S. or
positive information about Italy. We're
the only website providing this service
– every item is geo-localized, tagged
by thematic category and by keywords.
We also have a complete calendar divided into nine
geographic areas of the U.S.
(See WEBSITE, page 6)

LLT: Why did you develop WeTheItalians.com?
Mucci: I developed the project because I love the USA.
We provide a platform where everybody can share, get
informed, promote and learn about everything Italian
happening in the U.S. Plus, we promote the “good
Italy,” because we know that only the bad news about
our country is reported abroad. Last, but not least, we
think that Italy needs more America, and that the Italian
American community provides millions of success
stories. [These stories are] the recipe to cure Italy right
now. We, the Italians who live in Italy, should know and
learn more from the Italian Americans, pay more
attention and respect for your love for our country, and
for your success as Italians abroad.
LLT: We’re pleased that OregonTuscans.com and the
Tuscan Association of Oregon are listed on
WeTheItalians.com. How many other Italian
organizations can be found there?

Italian culture warms up our winter
(continued from page 1)
We are fortunate to live in a city large enough to provide
us with many different cultural opportunities. And a few
of them in the next several weeks have a decidedly
Italian flavor.
So check out some of the events described elsewhere in
this newsletter. Go out and see the remaining showing
of the Italian film, Salvo, at the Northwest Film Festival
(see page 7). Head down to the Portland Art Museum
and see the Venice exhibit (page 7). Celebrate
Carnevale with Club Paesano (page 7). Or for a truly
unique musical experience, attend the performance at
the Aladdin Theatre of Italian pop legend Zucchero
(page 4). We may not all be able to travel to Italy, but
we are fortunate to be able to experience the old
country, right here in Portland!

Mucci: There are almost 2,500 non-commercial
Ciao!
websites listed: consulates, associations, departments
teaching Italian, foundations, Chambers of Commerce,
museums, cultural centers, Sons of Italy lodges, UNICO
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Website includes a weekly magazine and interviews
(continued from page 5)
In this way, everybody can know what will be
happening around them and regarding Italy: cooking
events, book presentations, live shows, conferences,
festivals, everything. This, too, is something unique on
the web.
LLT: There’s an
online magazine,
too, correct?

Mucci: In collaboration with the Italian Ministry for
Foreign Affairs, each week we include on the Website
two proposals from the Destinazione Italia plan, which
serves as a demonstration of the Italian institutional will
to attract more foreign investments and improve the
[financial] shape of the country.

We are also involved
with PrimiDieci,
part of the Italy
America
To demonstrate both the
Chamber of
Mucci: . A
international reach and yet the
Commerce. This
weekly
potential
localness
of
effort seeks
magazine
WeTheItalians.com, La Lettera
nominations
about Italy, in
Toscana’s editor, Ken Kane,
from around the
English, with
perused the Website recently and
United States for
articles about
found among its many newsy and
distinguished Italian
food, tourism,
entertaining items these two:
Americans in their
wine, fashion,
· Umberto Mucci interviewed the host of the RAI-TV program
field, whether it
art, language,
be business,
projects
Community, an Italian-language daily talk show geared at Italians
philanthropy,
regarding the
who live abroad. The program is also available at
food, athletics,
two countries,
www.raiitalia.it. It’s not a stretch to think that members of our
whatever. Each year
and the history of
club might also find the show interesting.
PrimiDieci
Italian emigration
publishes a book
or citizenship in
· An item in the “West” section of WeTheItalians.com spoke of the
honoring the
the U.S. We're
blog site, Cook With Grazia. This is an Italian recipe and cuisine
PrimiDieci, or
putting a lot of
site
hosted
by
Grazia
Solazzi,
a
native
of
Lombardy
who
has
Top Ten.
effort on that.
lived here in Portland since 2001.
We're at the
We have also
16th edition
It’s
worth
your
time
to
check
out
WeTheItalians.com
or
to
subscribe
to
started a crowd
now and it's
its weekly newsletter.
researching
growing. We
project regarding
[continue to]
work on the design
the Italian experience
of it, but the content is
in the U.S., with the
very appreciated.
publishers of the book "Explorers, Emigrants, Citizens."

On-site check…

Every week I publish an interview with somebody who
has a role in the relationship between Italy and the U.S
Every Friday we send a newsletter to more than 5,000
recipients, containing the interview, the magazine, some
news about Italy and then a selection of the news and
upcoming events in the area of the recipient.
LLT: Isn’t the Website also involved in some social
research and national investment initiatives?

LLT: Thanks for talking with us, Umberto. Do you have
anything else add?
Mucci: Please invite your OregonTuscans to subscribe to
our weekly newsletter at
http://wetheitalians.com/index.php/newsletter and like us
on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/WeTheItalians.

Go to OregonTuscans.com for information about our club, recaps, and to post comments!
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Visit Venice this year without ever leaving Portland
The Portland Art Museum
has a new exhibition of
interest to Italians, art
lovers and music
aficionados. Venice: The
Golden Age of Art and
Music runs through
May 11 and focuses on
the years from 1500 to
1800, when Venice was
its own republic.
This multi-disciplinary
exhibition includes
paintings, sculptures,
prints, illustrated
manuscripts, early music texts, original musical
instruments of the period, and more. The show explores
the interplay of the visual arts, music and politics.

Club Paesano’s Carnevale!
Looking for a little Mardi Gras fun?
Club Paesano’s Carnevale celebration
takes place Saturday, March 1.
Starting at 6pm and running until 11pm,
there will be drinks, a buffet dinner and
dancing to the Sandpoint Band. And
let’s not forget the piñata, mask and
beads!
The cost is $12 at the door. For more
information, contact Marc Battilega
at 503-331-7101.

Artists represented include
Titian and Tintoretto and
musicians such as Vivaldi and
Monteverdi will be
discussed. Portland is the only
American venue for this
international traveling
exhibition. A number of special
concerts and events at the
museum are scheduled in
conjunction with the threemonth exhibition, so it’s a good
idea to check the performance
schedule on the museum’s
Website.
This special show is free to
members of the Portland Art Museum, $17 to students
and non-members 55 and older, and $20 to others.

The 37th Portland Interntational Film
Festival is in full swing at several venues
around the city. The Italian film Salvo will
play at Cinema 21 on Feb. 14 at 8:30pm.

Salvo

It tells the unlikely love
story of a Sicilian hit man
and the sister of one of his
victims. The festival
includes documentaries,
cartoons, biopics, dramas
and comedies from dozens
of countries and continues
through Feb. 22.
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