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March 17: Art & Politics
We'll convene at 3pm at Carvlin Hall at St. Philip
Neri Church, 2408 SE 16th Av., Portland.
BUSINESS: Audrey will talk about the May fundraising auction and what each of us can do to ensure
its success. She’ll have materials for you which
should help you solicit auction donations. She’ll also
look at several of our other activities coming up later
in the year.
PROGRAM: This month’s meeting welcomes the
coming of spring with a discussion of Botticelli’s
Renaissance masterpiece La Primavera or Allegory
of Spring (below).
(See Program, page 4)

What gives La Primavera
such staying power,
500 years after its creation?

Next Mtg:

Sun., March 17, 3pm
St. Philip Neri
Future dates: April 21, May 19 …
& a picnic on June 22

Dal Presidente

It’s time to “Play Ball!”

by Audrey Perino
President
Greetings
from
Phoenix,
where –
Madonna
mia! – it’s
sunny and
warm.
Every winter, by
the time March rolls around, I just
have to escape the Portland dreariness
for a few days. This year, Ken and I
have come to Arizona.
(See Arizona, page 4)
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Winners

Italy Chooses ... Not Really
By Carlo Ilio Mannocci

L’Angolo Italiano

di Carlo Ilio Mannocci
Con la forza di uno tsunami I
risultati delle elezioni italiane
del 24 e 25 febbraio scorso hanno fatto tremare i mercati finanziari internazionali e hanno
messo sul tavolo della politica
italiana una varieta’ di scelte
non del tutto facili. Chi formera’
il nuovo governo? I grillini chi
appoggeranno? Avremo veramente le auspicate riforme elettorali ed altre richieste a gran
voce da anni e mai maturate??
Impossibile dare una risposta, le
prossime settimane saranno piene di eventi, con l’elezione di
un nuovo Sommo Pontefice, la
scelta del Capo del Governo e
non troppo distante l’elezione
del nuovo Presidente della Repubblica che succedera’ a Napolitano… Penso ne vedremo di
belle, basta solo avere la pazienza di sapere attendere….

Losers

Italy’s voters scared the financial markets of Europe with their rejection
of austerity subverting the old Italian political structure. Without a party
with a majority in the newly elected Parliament, there is a dim chance for
renegotiating the economic sacrifices demanded by European lenders or
voting in the much needed reforms.
For too many years, the governments, regardless of party affiliation, have
failed to handle Italy’s problems — excessive bureaucracy, corruption at
all levels, organized crime, unequal and regressive taxes and little
economic growth. The past 15 months of austerity under the guidance of
Mario Monti added to the injury. Recession has deepened,
unemployment has risen and living standards have returned to the levels
of the 1990s. Mr. Monti’s popularity never recovered from the Imposta
Municipale Unica tax (combined property tax) he imposed on
residences.
Therefore it is not a surprise if a protest vote, driven by public
resentment, obtained unpredictable results. The big losers were Mr.
Monti, and the center-left Democratic Party of Pier Luigi Bersani, which
gained only a slim majority at la Camera and second place in the
regionally apportioned Senato. The two parties were expected to form a
government with policies similar to those of Mr. Monti’s. Now this is
Mission Impossible.
The winners were the anti-establishment FIVE STAR movement led by
comedian Beppe Grillo, a real rookie in politics, and the Popolo della
Liberta’ first in the Senato and second in the Camera by the much
disliked and maligned Silvio Berlusconi. The PDL’s success is almost a
miracle.
The Democratic Party gets the first chance to form a new government
due to the largest number of votes. Mr. Bersani hopes to attract support
from beyond his own ranks. Mr. Grillo stated a few days ago
that his movement would not form an alliance with Mr.
Bersani, or Mr. Berlusconi, who will be next to try if Bersani
fails. But he did leave open the option of supporting specific
reforms measures proposed by others. That is not a good
recipe for stable government and could lead to another
election by the end of this year. But it is, in fact, the best hope
for passing reforming laws which Italy desperately needs and
what the fed-up Italian voters really want. (For an update, join
us on March 17.)
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American Kids vs. Italian Kids
American Kids: Move out when they’re 18 with the
full support of their parents.

Italian Kids: Move out when they’re 28, having
saved for that nice house and are a week away from
getting married …. unless there’s room in the
basement for the newlyweds.

American Kids: When their Mom visits them she
brings a nice bundt cake and you sip coffee and chat.

Italian Kids: When their Mom visits them she brings
3 days worth of food and begins to immediately tidy
up, dust, do the laundry or rearrange the furniture.

American Kids: Their dads always call before they
come over to visit them and it’s usually only on
special occasions.

Italian Kids: Are not at all fazed when their dads
come over, unannounced, on a Saturday morning
at 8:00 and start pruning the fruit trees. And if there
are no fruit trees, they will plant some!

American Kids: Always pay retail and look on
Angie’s List when they need something done.

Italian Kids: Just call their Dad or Zio (uncle) and
ask for another dad’s or uncle’s phone number to get
it done …. cash deal, knowwhatImean?

American Kids: Will come over for cake and coffee
and get only cake and coffee, no more.

Italian Kids: Will come over for cake and coffee and
get antipasto, a few bottles of wine, a pasta dish, a
choice of two meats, salad, bread, a cannoli, some
panettone, fruit, espresso and a few after dinner
drinks …. time permitting, there will be a late lunch
as well.

American Kids: Never ask the reason you have no food.

Italian Kids: Are the reason you have no food.

American Kids: Will say ‘Hello”.

Italian Kids:Will give you a big hug and a kiss,
pinch your cheeks, and pat you on the back.

American Kids: Call your parents Mr. and Mrs.

Italian Kids: Call your parents Mom and Dad.

American Kids: Have never seen you cry.

Italian Kids: Cry with you.

American Kids: Will eat at your dinner table and leave.

Italian Kids: Will spend hours there, talking,
laughing and just being together.

American Kids: Eat peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches on Wonder Bread.

Italian Kids: Eat Genoa Salami and Provolone
sandwiches with sundried tomatoes and roasted red
peppers on crusty Italian bread … for breakfast.

American Kids: Know a few things about you.

Italian Kids: Could write a book with direct quotes
from you.

American Kids: Will leave you behind if that’s what
the crowd is doing.

Italian Kids: Will kick the whole crowds’ butt that
left you.

American Kids: Think that being Italian is cool.

Italian Kids: Know that being Italian is cool!

(Editor’s confession: Thanks to the club member who submitted this Internet item … I only wish I remember who!)
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Program

(continued from page 1)
Our guest speaker, art professor Lisa Staley
(right) of Clark College in Vancouver says,
“We will explore Botticelli’s visual language
and use of intriguing symbolism in light of a
key wedding within the Medici family. If you
long for warm spring breezes, paradisical
gardens, and the company of beautiful people,
this is the work of art for you.”

Lisa says, “I did not intend to fall in love with art,
but it got the best of me 30 years ago when I
wandered with friends into the British Museum.
Since then, I've studied art history in Europe and the
United States. I wrote about a work from the
Rinascimento Italiano (Italian Renaissance) for my
masters degree at the University of Oregon.”
A special thanks to George LaFrazia, who suggested

Arizona

(continued from page 1)
We pegged our trip around the World Baseball Classic
(sort of the World Cup of the diamond), part of which
takes place in Phoenix.
The teams we’re watching
are the U.S., Canada and
Mexico (no surprises
there) and … Italy.
Italy? Baseball? …
Really? Well, yes. What’s
the matter, you never
heard of Joe DiMaggio?!
The truth is, Italy has won
the last two European baseball championships. And, as
it turns out, they came from behind in the ninth inning
to upset Mexico, 6 - 5, in their first WBC game on
March 7. Bravo! It was pretty exciting – my stomach
was tied up in knots! Then they beat Canada, 14 - 4 the
next day! Won’t it be something if they beat the
Americans on March 9 for a clean sweep?!

Alex Liddi, the Seattle Mariners’ third-baseman, was
born in Sanremo and is playing for Italy in the WBC.
Heck, former Dodgers and Mets star Mike Piazza –
and let’s face it, can you have a more Italian name than
Piazza? – is a coach for the Squadra Italia here in
Arizona. He’s Sicilian by ancestry and is using his
connection to Team Italy to learn to speak Italian.
“I’ve been told I have a pretty good accent,” he says.
So, what’s this got to do with the OregonTuscans?

that Lisa, a fellow University of Portland
undergraduate, speak to the club.
When we’re done with the art of
Bottecelli, we’ll shift to the art of
politics – contemporary Italian
politics, to be precise. February’s
parliamentary elections only served
to muddle Italy’s already murky
political and economic situations.
Our club’s own political pundits,
Jimmie Moglia and Carlo
Mannocci, will share their opinions on the
three leaders upon whom the immediate future of Italy
rests: Bersani, Grillo and (again) Berlusconi, and
whether any or all of them can form a new
government. You can get a taste of their talk in the
articles on page 2. Art and Politics, Italian Style: you
won’t want to miss it!
Well, sometimes you gotta stretch a little – Italy and
soccer is a no-brainer. But baseball? … A few years
ago, no way. But now they are European champions.
We OregonTuscans are good at
certain things. Socializing and
eating? For sure! But how about
raising money for our club? Well
… it’s time to stretch, folks!
At our March 17 meeting, I will
be handing out solicitation letters
for donations to our club auction
this May. Last year’s auction
raised $1000 for the club … and that was largely by
selling items out of Carlo’s garage! This year, we’re
looking for merchandise, of course, but also for
more in the way of gift certificates to restaurants
and businesses. In other words, things we can buy,
use up, enjoy and be done with. Because, let’s face
it, at our age, many of us aren’t looking to
accumulate more stuff.
Chances are you frequent a favorite local store or
restaurant or two. We’ll give you the tools to
politely approach them about making a taxdeductible donation to our auction. It’ll be painless,
both for you and the business owner. Please help
your club stay solvent … and help keep our rolledback dues low. I’ll have more to say about this on
March 17. Until then grazie … and Forza Italia!
4

the old neighborhood, nevermore
Do you remember the old neighborhood?
Not the one around St. Philip Neri
– that’s actually the new
old neighborhood.
Portland’s first
enclave of Italian
immigrants settled just
south of downtown at
the end of the 1800s.
That area, known as
South Portland then and as
Lair Hill today, was home
to several thousand people,
many of them Italian or
Jewish. In fact, Italian
businesses comingled with
Jewish shops along
SW First Avenue well into the mid-Twentieth Century.
Perhaps Frank Colistro’s shop best typified the melting
pot aspect of South Portland: it was the city’s only
Italian Kosher deli!
We’ll look closely at this bygone neighborhood at our
April 21 get-together through a slideshow called “Once
Upon a Time in Lair Hill.” It’s a project of Portland
tourguide and neighborhood advocate Arnold Panitch
and our own Ken Kane, who handles the audio-visual
chores at OregonTuscans meetings.

evolves…

No doubt you’ve noticed that this newsletter has
changed lately. This month we’ve tweaked it again,
which required you to click once in the La Lettera
Toscana e-mail you received. Thanks for doing so,
and we hope that click was worth it.
This version is full color and a little jazzier than
previous issues of La Lettera Toscana. It’s also
more current – those who got this newsletter via
U.S. Mail did not receive this page because we had
not confirmed the April 21 meeting location until
after the snail-mail version was printed and sent.
We hope you’re finding the newsletter informative
and “a good read.” If you have comments,
criticisms, photos or articles for La Lettera Toscana
send them to the editor, Ken Kane, at
503-246-6462 or at OregonTuscans@gmail.com.

We’ll have much more to say about the
slideshow on March 17 and in the
April La Lettera Toscana, but for now
the most important things are to
pencil in April 21 at 3pm on your
calendar and to note that the event
does not take place at Carvlin Hall.
For this special event, we’re
actually going to convene in the
middle of the old, old
neighborhood. The slideshow
will be presented at the
Cedarwood Waldorf School (left)
at 3030 SW Second Ave. A century ago the
formidable brick building was Neighborhood House, a
social settlement for immigrants and newcomers.
The building was a key part of South Portland.
Everything from English to swimming to sewing was
taught there. In fact, you could say that Neighborhood
House helped stitch together the social fabric of the
neighborhood. We’re excited to present “Once Upon a
Time in Lair Hill” to you there – in a room that 80
years ago housed one of the city’s first indoor
swimming pools. It’s a performance space today.
Watch next month’s newsletter for details and
directions.
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Future Orego On April 21:

“Once Upon a
time in Lair Hill”
On May 19: Mafia &
Auction/Potluck
On June 22: you
wanted it. You got
it – a BBQ in
Sellwood Park!
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