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On Sunday, Oct. 9, sixteen members of the Tuscan
Association of Oregon gathered to discuss the future of
the club. A brief summary of the 90+ minute discussion
follows…
After a brief recap of how the club got to its current
situation, some potential remedies were discussed,
including a merger with another local Italian
organization. The club mentioned most often was Amici
d’Italia. There are similarities between the clubs: both
meet monthly at Carvlin Hall; each is evaluating what
the future will look like for its organization; there are
people who are members of both clubs.
Differences were noted, too: broadly speaking, Amici is
more of a social organization while the Tuscans are more
cultural. This is true both in their approach to programs
and in the way they are legally chartered. Amici meets on
a weeknight; the Tuscans meet on Sunday afternoon.
Amici meetings have a regular business component to
them while the Tuscans tend to eschew formal reports
during their gatherings.
Members pointed out the Tuscan Association’s longtime formal ties to Regione Toscana both in terms of
funding and a student scholarship program. Both ties
have weakened somewhat in the past couple of years, but
the point was made that the connection to Tuscany is
currently “dormant” rather than dead. The hope that the
funding and particularly the scholarship program will be
reinstated in coming years was an argument put forth to
maintain an independent Tuscan Association.
In the end, the group agreed to keep the Tuscan
Association independent for at least another year, but to
make some changes, based on the current fact that the
club has no president…

▪ There will be fewer meetings this year: a holiday
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Next meeting:
Sunday, Dec. 18,
3:30pm, Carvlin Hall
2408 SE 16th Av.
After that:
Jan. 8
Meeting Feb. 19
potluck Dec. 18, programs to be announced for
Feb. 19 and late April, and a BBQ in June.
▪ A program committee will plan the four
meetings. Gino Pieretti and Josephine Moore are
members and they are looking for additional
volunteers. Call Gino at 503.850.4445 to
participate.
▪ The Tuscan Association will continue its
support of Festa della Befana on Jan. 8.
▪ While not looking to merge, the Tuscan
Association and Amici could both benefit from
more cross-promotion of their meetings and
events.
▪ The Tuscan Association can manage without a
club president for the present but such a situation
is not a long-term solution.
A much more comprehensive review of the
meeting can be found on the OregonTuscans.com
Website. The discussion is presented in the form
of meeting minutes there and is interesting
reading.
The next La Lettera Toscana will be sent out
prior to the Dec. 18 potluck.

1

